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Sermon Two: “Jesus is Betrayed by Peter” 
 
John 18.15-27 
Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known 
to the high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest, but 
Peter was standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to 
the high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and 
brought Peter in. The woman said to Peter, “You are not also one of this man’s 
disciples, are you?” He said, “I am not.” Now the slaves and the police had 
made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and they were standing around it and 
warming themselves. Peter also was standing with them and warming himself. 
Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his 
teaching. Jesus answered, “I have spoken openly to the world; I have always 
taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together. I 
have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I 
said to them; they know what I said.” When he had said this, one of the police 
standing nearby struck Jesus on the face, saying, “Is that how you answer the 
high priest?” Jesus answered, “If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. 
But if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?” Then Annas sent him bound 
to Caiaphas the high priest. 
 
Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, “You are 
not also one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” One of 
the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut off, 
asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?” Again Peter denied it, and at 
that moment the cock crowed. 
 

Question for Everyone: (1) I’m not a particularly good friend, 
as I don’t have time to nurture friendships, neither do I attend to the 
needs of the few friends I have.  (10) I am a faithful friend.  I go to 
great lengths to nurture my friendships and I always have my friend’s 
back.  Where are you on this “friendship spectrum?” 



Around the Fire 
“Under the cover of darkness, in the glow of a charcoal fire Peter 
stood with the very men who had bound Jesus and led him to his 
interrogation.  What a shameful moment this is for Peter. Peter is just 
beginning to learn a hard lesson, getting too close to Jesus can get 
you into trouble.” You ever been in trouble because of your 
friendship with Jesus? 

Big Talker 
“Peter forcefully confesses his allegiance to Jesus but resists Jesus’ 
way of humility and sacrifice (13.37). Peter can’t have it both ways.  
One can’t confess faith in Jesus while resisting His way of sacrificial 
love.  You can’t confess Christ on Sunday and resist the way of 
humility and peace on Monday.” How are you like Peter?  Where are 
the gaps between your Christian confession and the living of your 
life?  

Uncommon Commitment to Empty Speech  
“You know, as well as I do, what it ‘s like to be around someone who 
is quick to tell you what you want to hear but slow on the delivery of 
that commitment.  You probably know people whose word means 
nothing because of all the times they said they would do this or that, 
or claimed this or that, or said they would meet you here or there 
and simply failed to do so with an uncommon commitment to not 
keeping their word.”  Is your word, good? 

Christian Speech 
“It seems to me that one of the hallmarks of Christian speech is a 
deep and abiding commitment to the truth, as hard as that can be 
sometimes. You can be sure that when speech is offered in the 
shadows of hushed whispers, it is not Christian speech.  Christian 
speech is out loud and public, always dripping with love. There are 
no hidden agendas among Christians, just straightforward speech, 
free of guile, innocent of ill intent.”  How ‘Christian’ is your speech? 
 



 
	  


